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Church Donates Books to MCI-J 
Inmate-and-Children Reading Program 

 
 
TOWSON, MD (February 21, 2008)---St. James’ Episcopal Church in 

Lothian, Maryland today donated $250 worth of books for the Maryland 
Correctional Institution-Jessup’s Reading Unites Families program. 

 
Reading Unites Families is a quarterly effort to bring inmates’ children into 

the institution for a special day of reading and games with their fathers. The 
inmates and their kids read together, and the children are given special gift bags 
to take home. The entire effort is funded by inmate-led activitiesand contributions 
from volunteers, and supervised by the prison’s Volunteer Activities Coordinator. 
No taxpayer money is used to fund it.  

 
St. James’ Val Hymes, who delivered the books, has been heavily 

involved in prison ministry and outreach efforts for the Episcopal Diocese of 
Maryland. The past two summers, she has been the coordinator of Camp 
Amazing Grace, which allows children whose mothers are incarcerated at the 
Maryland Correctional Institution for Women to attend a week-long camp in 
Frederick County. Ms. Hymes is also a leader in the Diocese’s Prison Ministry 
Task Force.  

 
MCI-J, led by Warden Carolyn Atkins, is most grateful to St. James, and to 

all of the volunteers who help to improve programs and services for the children 
of inmates. 
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